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NEW ZEALAND  ELECTRICAL INSTITUTE INC.
AUCKLAND BRANCH Incorporating NORTHLAND and NORTH  HARBOUR  Branches

Secretary, C. F. Cowan  PO Box  27-731, Mt Roskill. Auckland 1440
Ph/Fax 09 626 5113  E-mail > charles.cowan@xtra.co.nz
NEWSLETTER
4/ 2008
OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2008
PLACE:  The Sports Bar & Restaurant, Alexander Park Raceway, Greenlane Rd. Gate “B” (First entrance from Manukau Rd Epsom ) This is on the ground floor on the main stand on the left. Plenty of parking.
TIME:   The restaurant opens 5.30pm and we have scheduled the meeting for 7.30pm. The restaurant offers a roast meal and desert for about $13 or you can order from the blackboard menu.
PROGRAMME:  Our AGM as required by our rules. By request we have booked the same venue as last year. Please come along and support us. You will not be pressured into joining the Branch executive committee but you will be very welcome if you do. We do want new blood on this committee. The present committee has signified their willingness to again represent you. Your partners and friends are invited to join us.
BUSINESS:   Receiving reports on the year’s operations from the President, Secretary and Treasurer. The setting of the Auckland Branch portion of your annual subscription, and the election of Officers for the coming year.
The election of the Branch Executive Committee. The future of the Branch and general business.
FROM OUR PRESIDENT:

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Charles Cowan, our branch secretary for the past 14 years will be retiring from this position at our Annual AGM. This meeting will take place at 7:30pm on Monday 1st September 2008 at Alexandra Park Raceway.

Therefore I urge all our members to please attend in order to give Charles, and his wife Val – who has put great effort into the Branch over the years too – a fitting accolade and gesture of appreciation from the Institute.

You can turn up early, bring your partner or a friend, and get a great value meal before hand, and catch up with old acquaintances.

You will not be pressured into anything else but if you are interested in joining the committee, or have any ideas to help the branch’s activities, you are most welcome to say so.

Christine Heappey, our treasurer, is prepared to take on the secretarial duties also should there be no other candidates.

I would like to offer my apologies to the branch for the mid-year gap we have had with branch activity. I know our regular attendees have missed out with the programme slowing down and thank them for the feedback. Unfortunately I have had several personal issues to deal with, been travelling quite a lot and changed jobs too. Also committee members have been equally busy or travelling, or been dealing with illnesses. Anyway, let’s hope that’s all behind us and we can again be active with an interesting calendar. As usual your ideas etc. also make a big contribution so don’t be shy.

 The committee was tossing a few ideas around and we realized that in one way your Institute Membership is actually FREE.  

The full annual subscription rate is $78. Each 2 years you get the refresher course (EWRB accredited) for free (includes First Aid). 

Other course providers charge say $90 to $100 – or lets say $45 per year.

$78 - $45 = $33. So now you would say that in effect the membership actually is costing me $33 annually.

Not so, considering you also get the Electrical + Automation magazine regularly at no cost. It would cost much more than that to buy 6 editions per year, thus the $33 is more than accounted for. And you have a service that helps you keep in touch with technology and with industry/regulatory developments, as well as a voice.

So in that way your Institute Membership and its benefits are actually FREE. 

Why not show this to non-members and help us strengthen the Institute through recruitment?

I really hope many of you can turn up on 1st September; please send the Secretary a brief reply.

Kind Regards,

Phil Dayson.
FROM THE SECRETARY
I have had the honour of being the Auckland Branch Secretary for the past 14 years and it has been a privilege to serve you but now age and technology has caught up with me and I hand over the reins to a new Secretary who has the interests of the Auckland Branch and the Institute at heart. I still offer my services to the Branch on the Branch Executive Committee if required.
I have enjoyed the position of serving our members by the monthly newsletter and arranging meetings and visits. I still believe that our Institute has a vital part to play in our chosen profession and our Branch in keeping members informed of regularity changes in regulations and standards. In achieving this I have always been supported and advised by the Auckland Branch Executive committee which is fortunate in having several Past National Presidents in its members. At the moment we have three serving members of the National Executive on the committee.
If you appreciate our efforts on your behalf show your support by attending the AGM. 

Charles Cowan

Secretary/ Editor

16th August 2008
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