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NEW ZEALAND  ELECTRICAL INSTITUTE INC.
AUCKLAND BRANCH Incorporating NORTHLAND and NORTH  HARBOUR  Branches

Secretary, C. F. Cowan  PO Box  27-731, Mt Roskill. Auckland 1440
Ph/Fax 09 626 5113  E-mail > charles.cowan@clear.net.nz
NEWSLETTER
1/ 2007

OUR NEXT MEETING  WILL BE OUR PATRON’S NIGHT AT THE WESTWIND CINEMA
ON THURSDAY 19 APRIL 2007

 PLACE:      The Westwind Cinema, 177 Riversdale Rd, Avondale.( this is towards the end of
 Riversdale Rd on the right. ) The entrance is up a drive from the large iron gates and
 there is plenty of off-street parking.


TIME:
       7.00 pm.
WHAT:      Roast dinner and Movie - all for $20 per head on the night. This a BYO function.

The Theatre only holds 50 people so you will have to be in quickly for a place – phone Charles on 09 6265113 to make a reservation.
PAYMENT: Cash or cheques made out to ‘NZEI – Auckland’ only. Our Treasurer Christine will collect your payment on the night.
.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT:

Well the refreshers are done for another year and a big thanks to all who made it possible. Bob Hanham’s courses, based on the Wellington Branch’s format and scrutinized by the EWRB auditor ensured that the Institute is still at the forefront of the electrical industry. It was commented that the second refresher at Birkenhead went really well, being held in a larger room than earlier refreshers.

Our secretary Charles Cowan is due to have an operation so thanks to our Treasurer, Christine Heappey, and Branch Councilor and National President, Joe Heappey, for assisting with this newsletter. Charles should be back on board soon, best wishes from us all for a speedy recovery Chas.
	SKILLEX Update :
	


Carey Thomassen - 1st place Auckland regional competitions 2006, will be representing NZ in the Industrial
Control Wiring category at the WorldSkills finals- Shizuoka, Japan – 14th to 21st November 2007.
Carey works for MB Electrical Ltd   (Tel: 09 2928682).
If anyone is able to assist with a little sponsorship it will be most gratefully appreciated. See over for a  photo of Carey in action. We all wish him well and look forward to hearing about his adventures in Japan.
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For further details please contact our Branch Councillor John Lamb:

John Lamb
Programme Director - Certificate & Short Courses,
Electrical & Computer Engineering, 
Manukau Institute of Technology

Telephone: 09 968 8000 ext 8609
Direct Dial: 09 968 8609

Facsimile: 09 968 8711
Email: john.lamb@manukau.ac.nz
Conference 2007 Update:

The Conference will be held at the Ventura Inn & Suites, 23 Clarence Street, Hamilton, 16th to 18th March 2007. If our appointed official delegate, the Secretary, Charles Cowan is unable to attend Conference Dave Cave will assume that position. 

The conference starts on the Friday but if you want to come earlier that’s fine.  Let us know and we will arrange extra accommodation for you at the special rate of $99.00 per night/per room including GST and Continental Breakfast.

The official opening happens first on the Friday at 11.00 am, with speeches by dignitaries followed by lunch for registered delegates. The day progresses with conference business, guest speakers, afternoon tea and the days activities conclude around 5.00 pm.

There is a time for socialising at the complimentary ‘Happy Hour’ before boarding a bus to the evenings outing.

The outing is sponsored by “Mighty River Power” who will show us around their museum at Karapiro Power Station, an opportunity to see the history of the Waikato River in terms of power output.  We then have the Mighty River Power sponsored dinner held at a local Restaurant before boarding the bus home.  Hopefully have you all tucked up in bed by 10.00 pm ready for the conference that starts at 9.00 am on Saturday.

.
Saturday morning those hardy ones can exercise in the gym or join the walking group before guests can enjoy complimentary continental breakfast at the hotel.  Conference gets under way at 9.00 am and the partners who have registered for the “Big Day Out” board their transport and head off for a day of exploring.

Delegates will enjoy the day at conference, stimulating discussion with morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided.  Around 5.00 pm partners will be back for the complimentary happy hour before departing to the formal evening function and Investiture of Officers. 

The Conference is then over for another year and delegates can depart after the morning Gym session and Continental breakfast for those staying at the Hotel
A bit of an update about the standards: 
AS/NZS 3000 is now very fast coming to a conclusion.

Late April 2007 should see publication issues, if any, sorted out.

There are the 10 companion standards released for public comment. To incorporate all the adopted public comments before publication, standards committee meetings are expected to be post NZEI conference time.

The current target is to be all finished by June 2007, just in time for an NZ Electricity Regulations 1997 regulations amendments, which is expected to be issued around the 1st July.  The major issues are expected to be the recent Electricity Act Amendment 2006 (now passed and in law) and also to cover some changes in the citing arrangements for the revised AS/NZS 3000 and revised companion standards.

This years NZEI conference timing is ideal to be able to give everyone a very good idea what is about to happen and what the changes will be.

There are or shortly will be discussion drafts circulated for the following companion standards:- 

AS/NZS 3001 Caravans, is available for public comment and the closing date for comment is 19 December 2006.

AS/NZS 3002 Shows and carnivals will shortly be available for public comments and closes March 2007.

AS/NZS 3004 Pleasure vessels and marinas, is expected to be available shortly for public comments and is expected to close March 2007.

AS/NZSS 3012 Construction and demolition sites, is expected to be available shortly for public comments and is expected close March 2007.

NZS 6110 Under floor and ceiling heating systems is available for public comment and the closing date for comment is 9 March 2007.
If you are able to contribute some comment on these standards from your work experience, please comment on what is being proposed.

Copies of the draft standard are available in the Standards New Zealand website, www.standards.co.nz  as they become available.  

To find the drafts look under drafts for comment heading on the home page, then click on “joint standards”.

Branch Programme:
a. The next Branch meeting will be our annual Patron’s Night at the Westwind Cinema on Thursday 19th April 2007 at 7.00 pm

b. The next meeting of the Branch Executive will be on Thursday 22nd March 2007. Venue to be advised.  

That’s all from me for now, so over to Christine and Joe.

Kind Regards,

Phil Dayson.

NZEI Annual Conference in Hamilton
.

On Friday at 11am the Conference will be opened by one of our sponsors – Mighty River Power Ltd.
Following the opening, John Sickels from the Electrical Workers Licensing group, will address Conference and answer questions. If you have any interest or questions then this is the opportunity to attend and ask them.

Energy Safety Services will also attend and inform Members of current problems and solutions and may be able to answer your  questions.

Around afternoon tea Owen Embling will give a short presentation on the Craftsmen Training Guild’s workings and objectives.

The Conference on Saturday starts at 9am and works through the business on the agenda.
A  Remit from Canterbury, expressing dissatisfaction at the efficacy of ESS, will be discussed.

Consideration for the future – will the Institute go to a mail voting system for Elections and Notices of Motion and Remits.

The future of the Organisation and voting systems for Branches and Members will be discussed and a proposition to cap the voting of the largest branches at one third, or, every branch large or small to have one vote.

This is the meeting that sets membership fee limits, elects your leaders and tries to encourage logical directions in the Electrical Industry in your name. Your input is welcome and Hamilton is not very far from Auckland, Tauranga, or most parts of the Waikato so if you cannot make it on Friday please feel free to come along on Saturday. Come along and discuss matters of common or technical interest with other members from these regions. Members from Southland, Central Otago, Otago, Canterbury, Wellington, and Wairarapa will be attending.
If you have matters concerning the direction of the Electrical Industry that you feel should be discussed or raised with officials or Government departments then the Hamilton Conference is one of the closest opportunities that will be available.

If you cannot attend the Hamilton Conference, the next one is due to be held in Canterbury in March 2008. This may be a good opportunity for a South Island holiday. So plan now ! 
Hope to see you there !!
Joe Heappey

President

Back to Auckland Branch page
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